io8        Some Neglected Aspects of War
principle?   The  sword  again must defend  the right, and you have external War.
Suffering follows: wounds, death, bereavement, economical distress, anxieties multifold. Concerning these things, they are a large part of the account; but awful as they are, and to be taken into account, they are not the essence of the matter. Shall the nation do right, and suffer? or do wrong, and be at ease? What would be the answer of Him who commanded not to fear the destruction of the body, as compared with that of the soul ? Is militarism really more deadening to the spirit than commercialism ? or than legalism ?
As regards the utterances of our Lord which apparently discourage resort to force: " Put up thy sword," and " My kingdom is not of this world, for if it were then would my servants fight," they have doubtless had upon the minds of men an effect that is in direction just; but dispropor-tioned, and disregardful also of qualifying words and circumstances.
The close of our Lord's career on earth introduced into the energizing of the Christian dispensation changes of a momentous character, to which He frequently alludes. Thus, before His passion, " / was not sent, but unto the lost sheep of the